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Opinion
WILL CALIFORNIA LOOK TO ITS PAST, JERRY BROWN,
TO FIND ITS FUTURE GOVERNOR?

George Will | B7

THE STAR’S EDITORIALS

J ohn Edwards’ acknowledge-
ment of an affair with a cam-
paign aide demonstrates again

that a high moral tone in public life
doesn’t always ring true in private
life.

The two-time Democratic presi-
dential candidate’s earlier denials
of a liaison with novice filmmaker
Rielle Hunter further damaged his
credibility. 

He’s almost certainly disqualified
himself from a prominent role in an
upcoming administration.

Extramarital affairs cross the line
from private to public when the
people involved have put them-
selves in the spotlight, as Edwards
did. 

The behavior by the former
Democratic U.S. senator is espe-
cially galling because his wife,
Elizabeth, was a central figure in
both of his campaigns. 

Her enthusiasm on the campaign
trail, despite her struggle with an
incurable form of breast cancer,
won the public’s sympathy and
admiration.

Edwards’ contention that he
embarked on an affair while his
wife’s cancer was in remission is
hardly redemptive.

His insistence that he is not the
father of Hunter’s 5-month-old
daughter remains to be verified by

a paternity test.
And for many people, Edwards

has only dug himself into a deeper
hole with his statement to ABC
News that he did not love Hunter.

Once again, the American public
is surprised and disappointed that a
prominent national figure risked

everything for a casual fling.
Edwards distinguished himself as

a candidate willing to speak on
behalf of the nation’s poor. 

But he will be remembered, at
least for awhile, for his poverty of
faithfulness.

Former senator’s defensive comments may make a bad situation even worse

Edwards scandal shows gap
between rhetoric, behavior

WHAT’S YOUR OPINION?
What’s your reaction to John Edwards’ confession? Go to
voices.kansascity.com to share your views.

John Edwards spoke to supporters in Chattanooga, Tenn., earlier
this year.
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T oday is a well-earned celebration for the 2,500 people
who helped with the Independence School District’s
“Extreme School Makeover” last month.

The effort to spruce up the schools that were transferred
to the district from the Kansas City School District demon-
strated laudable spirit. 

Most obvious is the hard work by those who donated their
time and effort to scrapping paint, dusting books, and work-
ing on landscaping. 

But the makeover also said a lot about Independence
School District officials’ confidence in their community.
They knew a request for help would be answered, and they
welcomed support.

Such an open door to public schools should be a model for
all districts. When asked, many people will volunteer their
time and attention. 

But too often they are not asked or directed to projects,
and meaningful bonds between communities and students
do not occur.

A chance to tour the newly scrubbed and polished schools
will precede a family-oriented gathering from 4 p.m. to 7
p.m. at North Rock Creek/Korte Elementary.

Children obtain higher levels of success when they are
supported by adults. 

The community effort behind the Independence schools
should let students know they are valued and their educa-
tional achievement is expected.

No doubt many of the same residents will applaud the
students’ future academic achievements as well.

Independence residents celebrate improvements

Showing support
for education

Recent Kansas City Star articles
have brought attention to the
critical need for improving sci-
ence and math education in the
nation’s elementary and middle
schools — and for Congress to
advance legislation that could
help remedy the crisis.
Fortunately, there is something
local businesses can do immedi-
ately to advance math, engineer-
ing, technology and science edu-
cation in Greater Kansas City.
Through the YouthFriends Tea-
cherTech program, 35 local teach-
ers are currently participating in
hands-on, summer “externships”
with businesses throughout
Greater Kansas City.
Through these full-time, paid

impossible to receive the same
level of exposure to workplace
advancements without these
opportunities.
Our goal next summer is to con-
nect more than 100 teachers to
externships in Greater Kansas
City. I encourage interested em-
ployers to contact me directly at
816-268-3355 to get involved.
More information also is available
at www.uplinkthefuture.org.
We don’t have to wait on Con-
gress to begin advancing math,
engineering, technology and
science education in Greater
Kansas City.
Together, we can do it now.
Lisa Adkins is president of Youth-
Friends. She lives in Leawood.

experiences,
teachers are
completing im-
portant projects
for employers
and gaining
exposure to
cutting-edge
technologies,
advancements
and career op-

portunities in these fields.
They will transfer this knowledge
to thousands of students in their
classrooms this fall.
With technology progressing at
such a rapid rate, these experi-
ences are invaluable to teachers
— and they simply are not avail-
able within the walls of the class-
room. Many externs tell us it is

AS I SEE IT LISA ADKINS ON TEACHERS

NO NEED TO WAIT FOR BETTER
MATH AND SCIENCE EDUCATION

Adkins

“How can any government declare that a company, operating
lawfully, can earn too much profit? What is too much profit?”

Ron Lentz, Kansas City
Letters | B8

Dead zone tragedy
From The New York Times
Every year for the past couple of

decades, scientists have tried to estimate
the size of the dead zone that forms
where the Mississippi River enters the
Gulf of Mexico. 

Last year it was the size of New Jersey.
This year, it may well be as large as

Massachusetts, possibly even exceeding

the size it was in 2002 — nearly 8,500
square miles where almost nothing lives. 

It is almost entirely an artifact of mod-
ern agriculture, accompanied by treated
and untreated sewage and industrial
runoff. 

There could be no starker reminder of
the tragic human tendency to treat the
oceans as dumping grounds. 

Chaotic elections
From the Honolulu Advertiser
There are so many reasons to cringe

about the dawn of the new campaign
season. It’s hard to know where to begin.

The worst part is that the voters are
the biggest losers in Hawaii’s latest
political upheaval, centered on a City
Council and state House seat. 

The first domino fell when Ann Ko-
bayashi decided to leave the City Council
and run for mayor.

That led to a scramble to fill a seat on
the council, and, when state Rep. Kirk
Caldwell threw his hat in the council ring,
a vacant seat in the state House.

Challenges and general uproar ensued.
Once the dust finally clears, state

leaders should find ways to clarify elec-
tion rules.

U.S. EXCERPTS

Tourist’s death
From The Korea Herald, Seoul
The recent announcement by North

Korea that it would expel all unnecessary
South Korean personnel from the Mount
Geumgang resort casts serious doubt on
Pyongyang’s willingness to resume
normal operations at the resort. 

The statement came after a South
Korean tourist was killed when she
wandered off into a military restricted
zone on a beach. 

The statement by the North Korean
Army is just an attempt to exonerate
itself in the death of a civilian tourist. 

No nuclear arms race
From the Dawn, Karachi, Pakistan
The landmark Indo-U.S. nuclear deal

has edged yet another step closer to
fruition. 

The U.S. Congress is expected to ratify
the deal later this year. The deal is contro-
versial in Pakistan because it is India-
specific. Speaking to an audience in
Washington, Prime Minister Gilani de-
manded a similar nuclear status for
Pakistan. However, no such equal status is

forthcoming from the U.S.
One only hopes that our strategists will

not succumb to grandiose notions of
great power status for Pakistan and use
the deal to trigger off a nuclear arms race
in South Asia. 

The same Obama?
In a speech in Michigan, Democrat

presidential candidate Sen. Barack
Obama presented his idea of a $1,000-
per-family energy rebate.

Is this the Obama who laughed at Sen.
John McCain when McCain proposed a
temporary suspension of the federal
gasoline tax?

Now, with many polls showing the
nine-point lead that Obama had two
weeks ago all but gone, Obama wants to
send us all a grand! I find that not only
hysterical but hypocritical.
Ross Balano, Midwest Voices Col-
umnist 2008, http://voices.
kansascity.com/node/1782

Political deadlock
What great news that July’s 13 U.S.

troop deaths in Iraq were the fewest in
any month since the war began in March
2003, and that President Bush is talking
about more troop withdrawals.

But it’s disappointing that a political
deadlock is preventing Iraqi leaders from
settling a power-sharing dispute and
proceeding with provincial elections.

There is more disagreement between
the Kurds and the central Iraqi govern-
ment over a new oil law. The surge was
meant to promote political progress as
well as quell violence.
Rhonda Holman, http://blogs.
kansas.com/weblog/

BLOG BITS

The results are in and the winner of this
week’s great political tussle is…Paris Hil-
ton?

Apparently so. A focus group survey conducted
by HCD Research of New Jersey shows that Re-
publicans, Democrats and Independents believe
the ditzy celebrity boosted her image with her
playful video response to an ad by John McCain’s
Republican campaign.

The McCain ad sneeringly lumped rival Barack
Obama with Hilton and pop artist Britney Spears,
the message being that celebrity isn’t always the
same as leadership.

Hilton responded with a goofy but engaging
message in which she sports a leopard-print
swimsuit, lounges in a recliner and thanks the
“wrinkly, white-haired dude” for drawing her into
the presidential race.

“I want America to know I’m, like, totally ready
to lead,” she declares.

The video became an instant hit. The over-
whelmingly positive response suggests that Hil-
ton — the celebrity known mostly for being
known — might have a tip or two for the actual
candidates:

� Deflect ridicule with humor. People like it and
it makes the antagonists look foolish.

� Use common sense. Hilton’s video includes an
“energy proposal,” which actually amounts to a
compromise approach and reflects what many
Americans have been thinking.

� Wow your viewers with a leopard-print…uh
no. Real candidates should stick to business dress.

Hot energy ideas
Paris is, like, totally ready to lead

The Democratic-controlled
Congress is being criticized for
going into a recess until after

Labor Day without voting on an energy
plan.

Congress, whoever leads it, often is
deserving of whatever criticism it gets. But
it may be just as well that lawmakers didn’t
try to come up with some sort of quick fix
for high gasoline prices.

Americans are said to be driving less, so
perhaps the law of supply and demand is
kicking in.

This isn’t to suggest that the United
States doesn’t need a better energy plan.
It’s just to acknowledge that nothing long
range is going to be
formulated until after
this year’s elections
for president and
Congress.

There is something
to be said about
Congress being in
recess. Lawmakers
may not do much
good at home, but
they don’t do as
much harm as they
sometimes do with
bad legislation while
in session.
Greenwood (Miss.) 
Commonwealth
editorial

YES
Middle-class Americans are

suffering from expensive-
energy-induced inflation. We

all know the consequences pain at the
pumps has wrought. So what does the
(Democratic) House majority do when a
fair and honest debate over drilling doesn’t
exactly help them? 

They dodge the debate for weeks. They
disingenuously lead the American people
to believe that oil and gas won’t necessar-
ily be a part of our energy needs in the
future. But worst of all, they skip out of
town for five weeks without allowing a
single vote or amendment that would
meaningfully alter the imbalance of supply

and demand. This is a
dereliction of duty. 

As Congressional
Democrats sprint out
of town for the
August recess, most
American families,
mindful of the steep
cost of traveling, will
stay home. With the
economy reeling
from high energy
prices, shouldn’t they
expect lawmakers to
make an effort to
lower gas prices? 
Eric Cantor, 
Townhall.com

NO

PRO-CON: SHOULD CONGRESS BE TAKING AN AUGUST
RECESS?

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 

FILE PHOTO

A familiar scene in the Mississippi
River near the Gulf of Mexico.

ALEX WONG | GETTY IMAGES

Pakistani Prime Minister Yousuf
Raza Gilani

GLOBAL EXCERPTS
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